
Massachusetts Commission on the Status of Women 
Amherst Public Hearing 

April 26, 2008, 7:00 – 9:00 p.m. 
University of Massachusetts, Amherst 

 
Hearing minutes 

 
Present Commissioners: Linda Cavaioli, Debbi DiMasi, Marianne Fleckner, Pam Malumphy, Azell 
Murphy Cavaan 
Staff: Jill Ashton, Linda Brantley, Kim Sebastio  
Attendees: Lois Ahrens, Anne D. Brossard, Patricia Cardoso, Ann Cormier, Nancy deProsse, Emily 
Franklin, Ann Ferguson, Karen Gooden, Marjorie Hutter, LaWanza Lett-Brewington, Hind Mari, Mary 
McCarthy, Nancy Maynard, S. McLaughlin, Juliana Morgan-Trostle, Jessica Montagna, Kristen Palpin, 
Irene Patch, Nancy Campbell Patteson, Ann Poole, Lena Sclove, Niki Sremac, Toni Troop, Diane 
Williams 
 
Welcome 
Sandra Mandel, Associate Director at the Everywoman’s Center, welcomed attendees and the 
Commission to the hearing.  She urged participants to speak truth to power, noting that the women on 
the Commission have power, but need the truth offered by the people who are willing to testify. 
 
Chair Fleckner thanked the participants for coming to the hearing and introduced the Commission; 
she spoke about the agency’s mission and the purpose of the hearing.  At the request of Chair 
Fleckner, Commissioner Azell Murphy Cavaan, a Springfield resident, briefly reported findings specific 
to Western Massachusetts included in the MCSW’s State of Women report.  She noted that the 
Commission hopes to gain a greater understanding of the status of women in Western Massachusetts 
by hosting public hearings. 
 
Testimony  
Ann Poole representing Tapestry Health advocated for additional funding for family planning services 
and HIV/AIDS prevention.  She noted the high teen birth rate in Hampshire County and that 25% of 
girls are living with a STI.  Chair Fleckner requested additional information about Department of Public 
Health appropriations. 
 
Nancy Maynard, representing Mass Home Care and Highland Valley Elder Service, read written 
testimony advocating for elders. The full testimony is included in the appendix. 
 
Hind Mari, representing Women of Color Leadership Network, presented written testimony about the 
challenges of racism and sexism faced by female students at UMass Amherst. The full testimony is 
included in the appendix.  
 
Chair Fleckner took a moment to recognize Representative Ellen Story and thank her for attending.  
Representative Story thanked the MCSW for holding a hearing in Amherst, noting that often 
constituents are asked to travel to Boston.   
 
Marjorie Hutter, representing the Women’s Fund of Western Massachusetts, read written testimony 
prepared by Julie Kumble, Coordinator of Grants, Programs and Volunteers.  She spoke about the 
challenges facing women in their community and the Women’s Fund’s commitment to addressing 
those issues.  The full testimony is included in the appendix.  
 



LaWanza Lett-Brewington, Executive Director, Safe Passage, testified about the challenges of 
providing domestic violence services to the many women in need.  Safe Passage is the domestic 
violence coordinator for Hampshire County much of which is rural.  She spoke about how the federal 
government defines rural, suburban and urban communities and how they allocate funding.  She 
urged a more realistic and informed approach to funding and programming for domestic violence 
victims.  Ms. Lett-Brewington reported that there is a need for broad-based services, more shelter 
beds, and increases in community services.  In addition, she noted there is a need for a more 
informed court and judicial system, one which recognizes the challenges and needs of victims and 
supports and protects them throughout the legal process.  Ms. Lett-Brewington suggested that it 
would be beneficial to have the Commission involved in the discussion of domestic violence and 
sexual assault issues in Massachusetts.   
 
Ms. Mandel read testimony written by Susan Dorazio advocating for quality child care. The full 
testimony is included in the appendix. 
 
Lois Ahrens, presenting the Real Cost of Prisons Project, presented written testimony and requested 
that the funds which Governor Patrick recommended for expanding the jail for women in Chicopee be 
redirected to community-based and controlled drug and mental health treatment, job training and child 
care services.  The full testimony is included in the appendix.  
 
Julian Morgan-Trostle, representing the Women’s Rights Club at Amherst High School, read and 
presented written testimony about issues which young women face, including a lack of 
comprehensive health education. The full testimony is included in the appendix.  
 
Anne Cormier informed the Commission that she would like to raise the issue of storing umbilical 
cord blood.  Cord blood has received much attention lately because of the debate around stem cells.  
The cells contained in cord blood can grow and adapt into further developed cells.  The technology is 
lifesaving and has advanced health sciences.  However, currently there are limited options for 
donating and banking; storage facilities are few and expensive.  Ms. Cormier reported that she has 
given birth to three children and it was not until the last delivery that she was able to donate.  She 
noted that donation should not be such a challenge.  Ms. Cormier reported that legislation exists in 
Massachusetts that addresses the issue, but has never been adequately funded.  Chair Fleckner 
asked Ms. Cormier to forward additional information about the issue and the legislation which she 
spoke of in her testimony to the MCSW.           
 
Barbara Melrose testified as a member of the Abortion Rights Fund of Western Massachusetts.  She 
reported that women’s reproductive needs remain unmet.  There is a lack of comprehensive health 
education, access to contraception, and access to abortion.  Massachusetts is one of only 16 states 
that provide Medicaid funding for abortions, however women without insurance face significant 
barriers.  The inability to get abortions places women on and keeps them in need of public assistance; 
often it derails education, keeps them with abusive partners, and bears addicted children.  There are 
four funds in Massachusetts with a total budget of $128,000 and providing loans and grants for 
between $50 and $650.  She recommended innovative thinking to provide contraception and reduce 
abortions, for example working with community health centers or community programs, such as WIC.  
Also, access to emergency contraception must be made widely available and affordable.  It is counter 
intuitive to delay access and increase the potential for unwanted pregnancy.   
 
Toni Troop began her testimony by noting that the domestic violence community is currently 
experiencing great hope and sadness; there have been significant gains and at the same time it is 
experiencing record rates of domestic violence and domestic violence related homicides.  She urged 
research on the new causes and factors which have manifested the current crisis.  Ms. Troop 



reflected that domestic violence organizations and law enforcement agencies were, three years ago, 
aware that there would be increases in domestic violence rates, because funds were being decreased 
or cut and lawmakers neglected to invest in an adequate infrastructure.  She asked why funding has 
to be either or - either prevention or services, noting that it is more expensive to move a women to a 
shelter than to keep her in her home.  She recommended that the MCSW work with other state 
agencies and domestic violence organizations to apply pressure to systems, probate court and law 
enforcement, encourage community education, address the backlash of the father’s rights movement.  
Ms. Troop concluded by urging a broad, comprehensive, and community engaged approach to 
preventing and responding to domestic violence.     
 
Ann Ferguson testified that she is a recently retired professor of philosophy and women’s studies.  
She spoke about the discipline of women’s studies.  Ms. Ferguson noted that she wanted to first 
emphasize the positive.  Women studies programs came into existence in the mid-1970s and focused 
on the intersection of race class and sexually inequality. Organizations such as the Everywoman’s 
Center have made substantial contributions to the advancement of women.  However, in recent years 
there has been a stalling of process and an erosion of gains.  Women are still discriminated against in 
the workforce, struggle with securing adequate child care, and are victims of domestic violence.  Ms. 
Ferguson asked the Commission to advocate for more funding for higher education and women’s 
studies programs.   
 
Ms. Winters read testimony written by Daria Fisk which requested that the Commission study the 
barriers to advancement that low-income women face.  The full testimony is included in the appendix. 
 
Jessica Montagna read and presented written testimony reporting the lack of adequate safe housing 
for victims of domestic violence. The full testimony is included in the appendix.  
 
Nancy deProsse, representing an informal group of parents with adopted children, presented written 
and oral testimony advocating for increased support by the state for families such as her own. The full 
testimony is included in the appendix.  
 
Marianne Winters presented written and oral testimony on the ways that Everywoman’s Center, a 
university-based women’s center providing essential counseling and resources, is promoting 
empowerment and access for women and offered recommendations in the area of policy, funding, 
and legislation.  The full testimony is included in the appendix.  
 
Irene Patch, a R.N working at Soldiers Home in Holyoke, presented written testimony and asked for 
help resolving a safety issue at work.  The full testimony is included in the appendix.  
 
The Commission also received written testimony from an anonymous person advocating for a 
strengthening of restraining orders in Massachusetts, Mary McCarthy urging state support for 
adoptive families throughout the adopted child’s youth, Mary Valzquez requesting a review of needed 
changes to WEP/GPO in social security, and Jess Wolfe who spoke about living with HIV/AIDS.  Full 
written testimony is included below.   
  
Adjourn 
The hearing was adjourned at 9:20 p.m.     
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Irene Patch                                                                             413-323-7380 
11 Pendleton Road                                                           Email: barayon@msn.com 
Belchertown, MA 
01007 
 
 
My name is Irene Patch I’m a RN working @ Soldiers Home in Holyoke as a staff 
nurse for 27 years. My testimony pertains to safety issues effecting women at work 
specifically parking. At present the 3-11:30 shift nursing staff has been told to park 
in the back lot which is poorly lit burned out bulbs- Upon arriving to work 3- 11:30 
shift usually park furthest from the building due to the parking spaces open when 
nursing staff mostly women leave work @ 11:30 they evit the front door main 
entrances and walk around building to back lot. One security guard on duty it is 
impossible for this one guard to monitor the front unlocked door and back parking 
lot where the employees’ cars are located. All doors to the back parking lot are 
locked if a problem occurs the nurse must run around to the front of the building to 
enter thru the main entrance. The 11-7 shift nursing staff feels there is a security 
breech when guard is in the back parking lot and not monitoring the unlocked door. 
The unions have offered solution but we are at an impasse because the 
Superintendent Paul Morin. I bring this issue to the commission because I feel 
security and safety issues for women at the workplace are very important. I hope 
that my testimony will result in educating employers such as Superintendent Paul 
Morin on the need for safe and secure parking at work sites.  
 







     



               



March 24, 2008 
 
Every Women Center 
Re: Women’s Issues Forum 
 
 
I am unable to attend forum, however I would appreciate my voice being heard.  
 
I believe we need change to WEP/GPO in Social Security.- wherein widows like 
myself are not denied their benefits, nor those of their deceased husband.  
 
I had enough quarter of social security on my own previous earnings because I 
retired from State of Mass. When my husband was deceased I was denied both my 
own and my husbands Soc. Security.  
 
I hear from many teachers, social workers, etc. that find themselves having to 
continue working or return to work because they are denied benefits that are 
rightfully theirs.  
 
Can some changes be made to our Social Security system to help widows like 
myself? WEP/ GPO needs to be abolished. 
 
Thank You. 
Mary Raimandi- Vazquez 
21 Western Drive 
Agawam, MA 01001 
 
 
 



 
From: Jess Wolfe [mailto:eljojawi71@yahoo.com]  
Sent: Monday, March 24, 2008 9:45 PM 
To: Mcsw (CSW) 
Subject: Women air concerns 
 
Good Morning- 
    I just read about the forum in Amherst to be sponsered by the Massachusetts Comission on the 
Status of Women.  I was wondering if the topic of Hiv/AIDS and Women has ever been addressed?   I 
have been positive for over 15 years and because there is still so much of a stigma attached to this 
disease, I have found it hard to open and honest about my diagnosis, and therefore, only a few 
people know.   I feel it is very important for young people, especially women , to know that just 
because they don't participate in risky behavior, pregnancy and STD's are not the only thing they have 
to worry about.   When I read that Hampden County has the highest rate of teen pregnancy, I can see 
the right message is not getting across.  Thank you for your time, I apologize if I sent this to the wrong 
address. 
  
Sincerely, 
Jessica 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


